QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO THE IDENTIFICATION OF THE CARCASSES OF THE MORE COMMONLY LANDED FEDERALLY MANAGED SHARKS OF
THE U.S. ATLANTIC AND GULF OF MEXICO

Directions:

Step 1: Determine which of the three categories of carcass types shown to the right the
subject specimen belongs to.

Step 2: Locate the large picture in the colored section that matches the carcass type of
the subject specimen.

Step 3: Compare the subject specimen against each of the two distinct features shown.

CARCASS TYPES

Step 4: Follow the most closely matching feature(s) until terminating with a species Prominent Caudal Keels Interdorsal Ridge Present Interdorsal Ridge Absent
(Yellow Section—Below) (Green Section—Below) (Blue Section—Reverse)

identification.
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